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Fuji-ko Fujisan, sacred place and source of (& & ﬁ%ﬁfn =
» o artistic inspiration e A

In religion, a “lecture meeting,” or “ko,” refers to a group, and S o ) ) )
so Fuji-ko refers to the group of people who worshipped Mt. Fuji. o) Mt. Fuji is a solitary strato-volcano, 3,776 m in height and located :
The Fuji-ko adherents believed that climbing Mt. Fuji would about 100 km south-west of Tokyo, which forms Japan’s highest peak. [ (S Com ponent Part
bring them benefits in this lifetime, so formed a group, or ko, for 5 The awe of Mt. Fuji’s majestic form and intermittent volcanic activity || : ? s }\j : ]]_ : /1\1-
climbing the mountain. ¥l has inspired a form of mountain worship with its own unique character, || 3 /”{

Fuji-ko adherents would climb the mountain, or make @@l with practitioners hoping to draw power from the deities residing [[S& 7]:@ ﬁk 7 FE :
pilgrimages to lakes, caves, waterfalls, and other sites connected #8l on the mountain and to experience symbolic death and rebirth in the [{§& : :
with their founder, Kakugyo. These places form the component &l course of making ascents from the foot to the summit of the mountain,
parts of the World Heritage site. 1 or pilgrimages to religious sites around the foot of the mountain. It has

also been featured in numerous woodblock prints and other artworks
= =3 @ which have even inspired artists in other countries. As a result of all
-l-xl-L ‘@l these activities, it was registered on the World Heritage list in June
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— &l [ssued by : World Heritage Division (Fujisan Sekai Isan-ka)
Shiraito no Taki Waterfalls (aerial view) ko Fujinomiya City Hall
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Hitoana Fuji-ko Iseki

In the precincts of the Hitoana Sengen-jinja Shrine is the Hitoana
(lit. “man-hole”) lava cave and some 200 stone monuments erected
by adherents of the Fuji-ko.

According to documents from the 13 and 14th centuries, the
Hitoana Cave was where the god of Mt. Fuji resided. In the 16th
and 17th centuries, Hasegawa Kakugyo, the founder of the Fuji-ko
school of mountain worship, carried out ascetic practices then died
at Hitoana, which led to it becoming a sacred site for the Fuji-ko.
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Hitoana Wind Cave

Hitoana Stone Monuments

This cave, formed within a lava flow from an eruption about 10,000
years ago, is 83.3 m long and about 6 m high at its highest.

Immediately after the entrance are lava pillars, and right at the back
are a pool of water and some sand. There are also six stone carvings,
dating from the 17th to the early 20th centuries, located along the cave.
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Hitoana Stone Carvings ‘3|E0IFe] M=E AN WGEY

About 200 stone monuments have been erected by Fuji-ko
adherents as offerings to the “Sendatsu” or previous Fuji-ko
leaders, or to record the number of worship-ascents they made.
The monuments are carved with the locations of lecture meetings,
lecture symbols, or the names of lecturers. Most of these stone
monuments were erected by adherents from lecture meeting
groups from the Tokyo direction.
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Stone Monuments Grouping H|AMEHE FRIEE

Note: At present, the interior safety of the Hitoana Wind Cave has
not been confirmed, so it is not open to the public.
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