World Heritage Fujisan

Murayama Sengen-jinja Shrine
and Fujisan Kohoji Temple
Dainichido Hall

The Murayama Sengen-jinja Shrine was called Fujisan Kohoji
Temple until the late 19th century, and was a temple for the
syncretic worship of Shinto and Buddhism.

In 1868, the new government ordered that Shinto and
Buddhism be split apart, so the Kohoji Temple was abolished,
and the Murayama Sengen-jinja Shrine and the Dainichido Hall
were separated, but even today the two facilities are side-by-side,
retaining their syncretic form.
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Sengen-jinja Shrine Hall at the start of
the 20th century
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Buddhist statue from
Murayama
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World Heritage Fujisan
Fujisan, sacred place and source of
artistic inspiration

Mt. Fuji is a solitary strato-volcano, 3,776 m in height and located
about 100 km south-west of Tokyo, which forms Japan’s highest peak.

The awe of Mt. Fuji’s majestic form and intermittent volcanic activity
has inspired a form of mountain worship with its own unique character,
with practitioners hoping to draw power from the deities residing
on the mountain and to experience symbolic death and rebirth in the
course of making ascents from the foot to the summit of the mountain,
or pilgrimages to religious sites around the foot of the mountain. It has
also been featured in numerous woodblock prints and other artworks
which have even inspired artists in other countries. As a result of all
these activities, it was registered on the World Heritage list in June
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Issued by : World Heritage Division (Fujisan Sekai Isan-ka)
Fujinomiya City Hall

Inquiries: Weekdays 0544-22-1111
Holidays  0544-26-6713
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World Heritage Fujisan

- Murayama Sengen-
]m]pz Shrine

After Mt. Fuji’s eruptions calmed down around the 12th century,
Matsudai and other people started coming here to carry out ascetic
religious training on the slopes. This is believed to have developed
into the formation of the Shugen sect by the start of the 14th century.
Its base was the Kohoji Temple (the current Dainichido Hall of the
Murayama Sengen-jinja Shrine). The temple practitioners took
on the responsibility of managing the Omiya-Murayamaguchi
Ascending Route until the second half of the 19th century.
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Mizugoriba (cold water ablutions site)
and Fuji pilgrims ablutions

The Fuji Mandala color painting on silk from the 16th century
depicts climbers heading towards the summit of Mt. Fuji after purifying
themselves by immersing themselves in water at Wakutamaike Pond (in
the current Sengen Taisha Shrine) or Kohoji Temple.

A cold water ablutions site remains to this day within the precincts
of the Murayama Sengen-jinja Shrine, and on the front it venerates the
Buddhist guardian deity Fudo Myo’o:, the main deity of the Shugen sect.
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Fuji Mandala color painting Mizugoriba

on silk (detail) (cold water ablutions site)
(Held by the Fujisan Hongu oj=Da|u}

Sengen Taisha Shrine) .
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Goma-dan (fire altar)

As part of the “Saito Goma”
ritual of incantations and prayers
for protection against illness and
accident, shugen practitioners
from Murayama would light fires
here in the

Goma-dan (fire altar) in the
temple grounds before and after
their ascetic practices on the slopes of Mt.
Fuji. On the front is a stone carving of Fudo Z0}hch

Goma-dan (fire altar)
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Alcock’s Ascent of
Mt. Fuiji

In 1860, Sir Rutherford Alcock, the
British Consul-General to Japan, was
the first Westerner to climb Mt. Fuji.
Details of his climb, which took the Omiya- Alcock Monument
Murayama Ascending Route, are described in g2 7|4y|
his The Capital of the Tycoon. FLEES
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