World Heritage Fujisan

Mt. Fuji Remote Worship Site

This remote worship site is at the very tip of the lava flow from
Mt. Fuji. An altar was built here, and the rows of scoria that still
remain are believed to signify where the priests and monks would
sit during ceremonies. A stone mound made of piled-up scoria
surrounds the remote worship site, protecting the sacred grounds.

F X[ Lol

eMat FAL 979 /b3 BREA deun
ool & Aol AXse] glov, 1 Felt ANEF

W uwell St 9 GAE
SRR B20| dof Yt $UALE gob 2
NI AN SWAE Fela B Esn g

== \Sva
=T ULEFERT

BFRIALT &L B R A AT 3o AR A R IE, W H RAGH
BB 65, Xt Pk AFRA TRACK A F Fafg 4 pra
WAL E, ZREARRSE R ELTHARLNG L, RIPEMEZN
EFT, .

Remote worship site
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World Heritage Fujisan
Fujisan, sacred place and source of
artistic inspiration

Mt. Fuji is a solitary strato-volcano, 3,776 m in height and located
about 100 km south-west of Tokyo, which forms Japan’s highest peak.

The awe of Mt. Fuji’s majestic form and intermittent volcanic activity
has inspired a form of mountain worship with its own unique character,
with practitioners hoping to draw power from the deities residing
on the mountain and to experience symbolic death and rebirth in the
course of making ascents from the foot to the summit of the mountain,
or pilgrimages to religious sites around the foot of the mountain. It has
also been featured in numerous woodblock prints and other artworks
which have even inspired artists in other countries. As a result of all
these activities, it was registered on the World Heritage list in June
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Issued by : World Heritage Division (Fujisan Sekai Isan-ka)
Fujinomiya City Hall

Inquiries: Weekdays 0544-22-1111
Holidays  0544-58-5190
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World Heritage Fujisan

- Yamamiya Sengen-

& jinja Shrine

The Yamamiya Sengen-jinja Shrine does not have a pavilion but
has a remote worship site for Mt. Fuji. It is believed to retain the
earliest form of mountain worship for Mt. Fuji.

Documents at the Fujisan Hongu Sengen Taisha Shrine state that
it was relocated from the Yamamiya Sengen-jinja Shrine, making
this an important place for understanding how worship of Mt. Fuji
began.
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Hokotateishi

(Top: Sengen Taisha Shrine.
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Yamamiya Goshinko

A religious ritual called “Yamamiya Goshinko” used to be
performed between the Sengen Taisha Shrine and Yamamiya
Sengen-jinja Shrines. In this ritual, the deity worshipped at
the Sengen Taisha Shrine would pass down and back between
the Sengen Taisha Shrine and the Yamamiya Sengen-jinja
Shrines each April and November. The deity was considered
to temporarily inhabit a spear held by the priests, and there are
three bed-stones called “hokotateishi” (literally, spear-standing
stones) where the spear was rested within the precincts of the two
shrines.

The route used for Yamamiya Goshinko is called the
Goshinkomichi (literally, Goshinko Road), and there remain stone
monuments showing the distance along the path from its starting
point, the Sengen Taisha Shrine.
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Stone monuments along Yamamiya Goshinko
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